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On the Population of the Colony of British Guiana, as enumerated oh 
the 31st of March, 1851. Being the substance of a Despatch from 
Governor Barkly, presented to the Society by the Right Hon. Earl 
Grey, Her Majesty's late Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, 21st June, 1852.] 

As a preface to this paper, we append the following description of this 
distant and extensive dependency, taken from the last edition of 
McCulloch's Geographical Dictionary. 

British Guiana is the most westerly portion of an extensive region 
of South America, known under the name of Guiana, and extends 
between latitude 0° 40' and 8° 40' north, and between the 57th and 
61st degree of west longitude, having east, Dutch Guiana, from which 
it is separated by the Corentyn; south, Brazil; west, Venezuela; and 
north and north-east, the Atlantic. This territory is supposed to 
comprise about 76,000 square miles, but of this a disputed portion 
claimed by Brazil and Venezuela, amounts to not less than 64,000 
square miles, leaving only about 12,000 square miles for the area of 
the undisputed British territory. The latter has the Corentyn on the 
east, and the Essequibo on the west. Its subdivisions, population, &c. 
are as follows : — 





Population (1834). 




Counties. 


Whites. 


Free 
Coloured. 


Apprentices. 


Total. 


Chief Towns, 


Demerara .... ) 
Essequibo ..../ 


3,006 
570 


6,360 
1,651 


65,556 
19,359 


74,992 
21,589 


Georgetown. 
New Amsterdam. 


Total.... 


3,576 


8,011 


84,915 


96,581 





Mr. Schomburgk estimates the present population (1840) at 
98,000, exclusive of 17,000 aborigines. 

Physical Geography. — An alluvial flat extends from the coast 
inland, with a breadth varying from about 10 to 40 miles, terminating 
at the foot of a range of sand-hills from 30 to 120 feet high. Parallel 
with this range run several detached groups of hills, seldom more than 
200 feet high, which cross the Essequibo in latitude 6° 15', being 
continuous with the Sierra Imataca in Venezuela. About latitude 5° 
a mountain-chain, composed of granite, gneiss, and other primitive 
rocks, an offset of the Orinoco mountains, runs west to east through 
Guiana, forming large cataracts where it is crossed by the bed of the 
rivers, and rising frequently to the height of 1,000 feet above the 
Ocean. About a degree farther south are the Pacaraima mountains, 
which, in a similar manner, run west and east, and are of primitive 
formation. This chain forms many rapids and cataracts in the larger 
rivers,, and contains the sources of several rivers of secondary import- 
ance, including the Berbice and Massaroony. Its highest point, mount 
Boraima, latitude 5° 9' 30" north, longitude 60° 47' west, near the 
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western extremity of the territory claimed by the British, is 7,500 
feet high. The Conocou or Canucu chain, running south-east, connects 
the Pacaraima with the Sierra Acarai. The latter is a densely wooded 
chain of mountains, forming the southern boundary of Guiana, and the 
watershed between the basins of the Amazon and Essequibo. Mr. 
Schomburgk estimated the elevation of the highest summits of this 
chain at 4,000 feet. The Essequibo and Corentyn rise in it. 

" The whole surface of the coast lands of British Guiana is on a 
level with the high water of the sea. When these lands are drained, 
banked, and cultivated, they consolidate and become fully a foot 
below it. It requires, therefore, unremitting attention to the dams 
and sluices, to keep out the sea, one inundation of which destroys a 
sugar-estate for 18 months, and a coffee one for six years. The 
original cost of damming and cultivating is fully paid by the first 
crop, and the duration of the crops is from 30 to 50 years ; so that, 
though great capital is required for the first outlay, the comparative 
expense of cultivation is a mere trifle compared with that of the 
[West Indian] islands, notwithstanding that the" expense of works, 
buildings, and machinery, may be treble or quadruple, being built on 
an adequate scale for half a century of certain production." {Hilhouse 
On the'Warow Land, Sfc. GeographicalJournal, iv, 323.) 

Between the first and second chains of hills are some extensive 
savannahs, which approach the sea-shore east of the river Berbice. 
South of the Pacaraima chain and the Rupunoony are others still more 
extensive, but not so well watered. In the latter region are situated 
the small lake of Amucu, and the frontier settlement of Pirara. With 
the exception of these savannahs, and the swamps on the Berbice, the 
interior is mostly covered with hill-ranges and dense forests. 

The greatest slope of the country is towards the north, in which 
direction run the principal rivers. The chief of these is the Essequibo, 
which rises in the Sierra Acarai, about 40 miles north of the equator, 
and discharges itself into the ocean by an estuary nearly 20 miles 
wide, after a course of at least 620 miles. Its entrance is much 
impeded by shoals, and it is navigable for sailing-vessels for only 
about 50 miles from its mouth. According to the volume of water its 
current is more or less strong, but it is seldom more than four knots 
an hour even during the rainy season. The Corentyn rises about 
latitude 1° 30*, and longitude 57°, and discharges itself also by an 
estuary 20 miles wide. Between these two rivers run the Berbice 
and Demerara; the former may be ascended for 165 miles by vessels 
drawing seven feet water; the latter is navigable for 85 miles above 
Georgetown, which is situated near its mouth. The Mazaruni, 
Cuyuni, &c, affluents of the Essequibo, are the other principal 
streams. All the large rivers bring down great quantities of detritus, 
which, being deposited around their mouths and estuaries, renders the 
whole coast shoal. For J 2 or 15 miles seaward the mud bottom is 
covered by only 3 or 4 feet water. 

Geology and Minerals. — These deposits around the coast rest upon 
deep strata of strong clay of different kinds, alternating with others of 
sand and beds of small shells; and these again with a granitic formation, 
which begins to appear on the surface in the second chain of mountains. 
The granite rocks in the interior often assume the most imposing and 
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singular forms ; mural precipices, with cascades 1,400 or 1,500 feet 
high descending over them ; granite boulders of huge size spread over 
extensive tracts, &c. ; and in latitude 2° 55' is a natural pyramid, 
called the A taraipu, wooded to the height of 350 feet, and rising from 
that limit in naked grandeur to an elevation of about 900 feet. Mr. 
Schomburgk gives a sketch of this pyramid in the Geographical 
Journal, x, 163. The other chief rocks are porphyry, and various 
kinds of trap, gneiss, clay-slate, sandstone, coloured ochres, &c. : there 
is a total absence of limestone and its modifications. Traces of iron 
are frequent, but none of the precious metals have been discovered. 
Next to granite, excellent pipe and other clays are the most valuable 
mineral products. 

Climate.— The mean temperature of the year at Georgetown is 
§1° 2' Fahr.; the maximum 90°, the minimum 74° on the coast. Two 
wet and two dry seasons constitute the changes of the year. The 
great dry season begins towards the end of August, and continues to 
the end of November, after which showers of rain follow to the end of 
January; the short dry season then commences, terminating about the 
middle of April, when the rains begin to descend in torrents, and the 
livers to inundate their banks. The winds, during the rains, are 
generally westerly; in the dry season they blow mostly from the 
ocean, particularly in the day-time. Hurricanes are unknown, gales 
unfrequent; thunder-storms occur at the changes of the seasons, but, 
like a few occasional shocks of earthquakes, are not attended with 
danger. The low and swampy coast lands are unhealthy, but the 
interior is quite otherwise ; and the insalubrity of Georgetown, and 
other seaport towns, has been greatly aggravated by the quantity of 
refuse suffered to collect and decompose on the shore. 

Vegetable Products. — The forests abound with trees of immense 
size, including the mora excelsa, sipari, or green-heart and many others 
yielding the most valuable timber, and an abundance of medicinal 
plants, dye-woods, and others of excellent quality for cabinet-making. 
Arnotto, so extensively used in the colouring of cheese, grows wild in 
profusion on the banks of the Upper Corentyn. That magnificent 
specimen of the American flora, the Victoria regia, was discovered by 
Mr. Schomburgk, on the banks of the Berbice (Geographical Journal). 
Another indigenous plant deserving of mention is the haiarry, a 
papilionaceous vine, the root of which contains a powerful narcotic, 
and is commonly used by the Indians, in poisoning waters to take the 
fish. The Indians beat the root with heavy sticks till it is in shreds 
like coarse hemp ; they then infuse it, and throw the infusion over the 
area of the river or pool selected. In about twenty minutes every fish 
within its influence rises to the surface and is either taken by the 
hand or shot with arrows. A solid cubic foot of the root will poison 
an acre of water, and the fish are not thereby deteriorated. — See 
Hilhouse, in Geographical Journal, iv. 

Wild Animals. — The jaguar, puma, peccari, and wild hog, tapir, 
many kinds of deer, &c, abound in Guiana; the sea-cow is met with 
in the larger rivers, which are also inhabited by the cayman, alligator, 
and guana. There are several kinds of formidable serpents, but they 
are fortunately of a sluggish and inactive nature. The birds have the 
most magnificent plumage. Turtles are plentiful. The rivers teem 
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with fish ; the low-low, a species of siluriis, often weighs from 200 
to 300 lbs. The insect tribes are not excessively annoying. 

Resources and Industry. — The property annually created by the 
products of the soil, trades, manufactures, &c, is estimated at 
3,789,160/.; the value of the public and private property, movable 
and immovable, at 24,020,000/. The staples of the colony are at 
present sugar, coffee, and cotton ; the two latter were formerly almost 
exclusively grown, but their culture is now in a great measure super- 
seded by that of the sugar-cane. 

The following is a statement of the quantities of the staple products 
raised in the colony from 1832 to 1838 inclusive: — 



Articles. 


1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


1835. 


1836. 


1837. 


1838. 


Sugar (lbs.) . 


96,381,959 


69,106,827 


81,085,483 


107,586,405 


107,806,249 


99,851,195 


88,664,885 


Rum(gallons) 


2, :2(l, 94 


2,516,138 


2,631,630 


3,743,687 


2,980,296 


1,975,260 


2,068,052 


Molasses (do.) 


4,S02. 73 


5,121,301 


3,288,586 


3,105,421 


4,035,569 


3,405,906 


3,132,675 


Coffee (lbs.).. 


6,410,535 


4,490,590 


3,035,556 


3,065,742 


5,875,732 


4,066,200 


3,143,543 


Cotton (do.).. 


1,157,709 


954,957 


926,944 


867.942 


656,902 


803,200 


641,920 



The coast-regions are the only parts cultivated for sugar; but 
many tracts in the interior seem to be equally well fitted for that 
purpose ; coffee, also, is grown only on the coast, but according to 
Mr. Schoniburgk, no tract appears better suited for it than the central 
ridge of the mountains. The Indians have generally some indigenous 
cotton growing round their huts, and among the Macusis (on the 
Rupununi) it is raised to a considerable extent ; it comes to perfection 
in most parts of the colony; but is cultivated by the colonists only on 
the coast, and even there it has of late been nearly abandoned, the 
planters being undersold by those of the United States. There are 
numerous other products, which as yet neither form articles of export 
nor of internal consumption, for which both the soil and climate are 
suitable, and which might be raised with advantage, were it not for 
the want of labour. Among these are rice, maize, Indian millet, 
Victoria wheat, cocoa, vanilla (a native of Guiana), tobacco, cinna- 
mon, &c. Between the Berbice and Essequibo there is a tract of 
many thousand acres, possessing the means of constant irrigation, on 
a small portion of which three crops a year have been repeatedly 
raised ; but at present it is nearly all a complete wilderness, and will 
so continue till labour becomes cheaper and more abundant. The 
coast-region, which is covered by a deep layer of vegetable mould, 
forming what is called a pegass soil, is so extremely fertile that 6000 
and even 8000 lbs. of sugar, and from 20,000 to 30,000 lbs. of plan- 
tains, are sometimes produced on an acre ; but, in order to cultivate 
this soil, dams and embankments, as before stated, are necessary; and 
agriculture is conducted at a great outlay, and on large estates. 

Large herds of horses and cattle wander wild on the wide but ill- 
watered savannahs beyond the Pacaraima ; and, with little exception, 
have hitherto afforded food only for beasts of prey. The savannahs 
between the Berbice and Demerara occupy upwards of 3,000 square 
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miles ; they are clothed with nutritious grasses, plentifully irrigated, 
and interspersed with shady woods. Were these stocked with cattle 
from the interior, beef might be obtained as cheaply as in the United 
States. From 1,800 to 2,000 individuals, T '„ Indians, are employed 
in cutting timber, which is in great demand within the colony, though 
its export has hitherto been very trifling. 

Since 1837, there has been a rapid decrease in the quantities of the 
staples grown and exported; the exports of 1839, as compared with 
those of 1 836, presenting the enormous deficiency of nearly 1,150,000/./ 
Different circumstances have probably conspired to bring about this 
result, but there can be no manner of doubt that it is mainly ascribable 
to the nature of the climate, and the aversion of the emancipated 
negroes to severe labour. It is, indeed, not a little surprising, that 
any other result should have been anticipated from the emancipation. 
It was all but contradictory and absurd to suppose that people with 
few wants, occupying a soil of great natural fertility, lying under a 
burning sun, should voluntarily and heartily engage in labour, which 
is both severe and associated in their minds with the most degrading 
recollections. We believe, indeed, thai it will be found wholly impos- 
sible, except under peculiar circumstances, to carry on the culture of 
sugar on its present plan in tropical countries, by the agency of really 
free labourers. Hayti, formerly the most important and productive of 
all the sugar-colonies, does not now produce a single pound weight 
of sugar ; and such most probably would also be the case in Cuba and 
Brazil, were the blacks really free. In 1839, about 400 hill-coolies 
were imported from Hindostan into Guiana; and they are said to 
be quiet useful labourers. But it was suspected, and we believe with 
good reason, that this was, in effect, a revival of the slave trade ; and 
the practice has in consequence been discontinued. At present, there- 
fore, many thousand acres of the most fertile soil are lying waste for 
want of hands. Mr. Schomburgk reports that the number of aban- 
doned estates in the Corentyn amounts to 58 out of 80 ! Manu- 
factures can hardly be said to exist. 

Commerce. — The following is an account of the quantities of the 
staple products of British Guiana, imported into the United Kingdom 
during each of the six years, ending with 1839 : — 



Articles. 


1834. 


1835. 


1836. 


1837. 


1838. 


1839. 


Sugar (cwts.) .... 


777,971 


886,861 


1,077,848 


943,388 


835,300 


566,852 


Bum (gallons).... 


1,334,970 


1,990,656 


2,004,588 


1,482,129 


1,508,946 


1,442,550 


Molasses (cwts.) .. 


303,666 


227,007 


264,206 


299,824 


253,477 


117,238 




8,627,648 


3,166,091 


3,467,442 


5,118,642 


3,709,298 


1,673,232 




1,288,789 


1,140,361 


1,080,697 


302,517 


663,639 


551,325 


Arrowroot (do.) .. 


6,548 


9,973 


10,009 


1,204 


6,723 


255 



The total value of the exports, which in 1836 amounted to 
2,135,379/., in 1839 amounted only to 986,013/. Nearly the whole 
are sent to Great Britain or to British America and the West Indies. 
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The value of the British and foreign goods imported during each of 
the five years, ending with 1 836, was as follows : — 





1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


1835. 


1836. 




£ 
338,199 

234,996 


£ 

391,520 
166,054 


£ 
463,451 

390,177 


£ 
511,361 

103,745 


£ 
911,577 




292,983 






Total 


573,195 


557,574 


853,628 


615,106 


1,204,560 







In 1836, 716 ships, of the burden of 111,425 tons, entered; and 
728, of the burden of 116,005 tons, cleared out. There are at present 
4 steamboats in the colony, the largest of 90 horse-power, plying 
between Georgetown and New Amsterdam. A railway from the 
capital to Mahaica has been projected. There are about 250 miles 
of public roads. Dutch and English measures, and Spanish, Dutch, 
and English money, are in use. 

Government, Sfc. — The government is vested in a governor and a 
Court of Policy, consisting, besides the governor, of the chief justice, 
attorney-general, collector of the customs, and government secretary, 
and an equal number of unofficial persons elected from the colonists 
by the College of Electors. This College is a body of seven members, 
appointed by the inhabitants for life, whose qualification is the pay- 
ment of taxes to the amount of 51. sterling a year. Themnofficial 
members of the Court of Policy serve for three years, and go out by 
rotation. There is a College of Financial Representatives of sixjmem- 
bers, with the same qualifications as the members of the College of 
Electors, chosen by the inhabitants for two years. The Court of Policy 
decides on all financial regulations ; but when they have prepared an 
estimate of the expenses for the year, and the mode of taxation and 
the different items have been discussed and acceded to by a majority, 
the estimates are handed over to the financial representatives, who, in 
concert with the Court of Policy, examine the charges. In the com- 
bined court every member, whether of the Court of Policy or financial 
representatives, has an equal vote. The Court of Policy, combined 
with the financial representatives, having approved of and sanctioned 
the Ways and Means, they are passed into a law. The governor not 
only has a casting-vote, as president of the Court of Policy, but an 
absolute veto on all laws passed by a majority. The King in Council 
may enact or disallow any law passed in the colony. The supreme 
civil court consists of a chief judge, two puisne judges, a secretary, 
registrar, and accountant. It is a Court of Appeal from the Bolls Court 
in each county, in which one of the judges of the supreme court pre- 
sides. The laws of Holland, but particularly the laws, statutes, and 
resolutions of the States General, are followed by the judges of the 
court in giving judgment. Appeal from the supreme court, in mat- 
ters above 500/., lies to the King in Council. The Supreme Criminal 
Court is composed of three civil judges, and three assessors, chosen by 
ballot. Its judgments are decided upon by a majority of votes, and 
are delivered in open court. Inferior criminal courts are holden by 
the sheriffs of each county, with whom three magistrates are asso- 
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ciated. Special magistrates appointed from England decide between 
the masters and labourers in the different districts; three super- 
intendents of rivers, and six post-holders, are appointed for the pro- 
tection of the Indians in the interior. There are, at present, eighteen 
ministers of the Church of England, two of that of Holland, five 
Roman Catholic, five of the Church of Scotland, and several of 
Protestant Dissenting sects. The provision for the different religious 
establishments in 1839 amounted to 22,942/. In 1838, 11,363 per- 
sons were receiving instruction in the public schools. The military 
force consists at present of one regiment of the line, and a detachment 
of another. The colonial militia has been disbanded. 

The public revenue is derived from taxes on produce ; on incomes 
of 500 dollars and upwards ; on imports not of the origin or manu- 
facture of Great Britain ; and from assessed taxes on horses, carriages, 
wine and spirit licenses, &c. In 1836, it amounted altogether to 
106,081?., and the expenditure to 113,946. The portion of the 20 
millions sterling falling to this colony, as compensation for the free- 
dom of slaves, amounted to 4,268,809/. 

The only towns worthy of mention are Georgetown and New 
Amsterdam. Georgetown, formerly Stabroek, the capital and seat 
of government, is on the east bank of the Demerara, near its mouth ; 
latitude 6° 49* 20" north, longitude 58° 1 1' 30" west. Population 
about 20,000, of whom 16,000 are coloured (Schomburgk, p. 73). 
Except Water-street, which is built close to the river, the streets are 
wide and traversed by canals ; the houses are of wood, seldom above 
two stories high, shaded by projecting roofs, having verandahs and 
porticos, and surrounded by gardens separated by trenches. An 
edifice facing the river, built of brick and stuccoed, which cost the 
colony upwards of 5,000/., comprises all the government offices ; near 
it are the Scotch church, market-house, and town guard-house. 
Within a mile of the town, near the mouth of the river, is Fort 
William Frederick, a small mud fort. A handsome gothic church, 
to cost 13,000/., is now in course of erection at Georgetown ; another 
Episcopal church stands on the parade-ground, besides which it has 
a Roman Catholic cathedral, Wesleyan chapel, three public, an infant, 
and eight private schools, a colonial hospital, an excellent seaman's hos- 
pital, a savings' bank, two commercial banks, and an amateur theatre. 
Shops and stores are numerous, and European goods of all kinds plen- 
tiful ; no duty being laid on English merchandise. The markets are 
good, and a new market-house is being erected. New Amsterdam, on 
the Berbice, in latitude 6° 15' north, longitude 57° 27' west, extending 
about a mile and a half along the river, is intersected by canals, and 
has about 3,000 inhabitants. It has English, Scotch, and Dutch 
churches, Roman Catholic and Wesleyan chapels, a free school, court- 
house, barracks, fort, many commodious wharfs and warehouses, and 
two commercial banks. It is less unhealthy than Georgetown. 

, History. — According to some, Columbus discovered Guiana in 
1498; others give that honour to Vasco Nunez, in 1504. The Dutch, 
who were its first European settlers, established some settlements near 
the Pomeroon, and elsewhere in its neighbourhood, in 1580; and seve- 
ral further to the east, a few years afterwards. The English began to 
form settlements about 1630. Most of Guiana, however, remained in 
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the hands of the Dutch, till 1796 ; when Demerara and Essequibo 
surrendered to the English. They were restored to the Batavian 
republic in 1802 ; and retaken by the British in 1803. The territory 
called British Guiana has belonged to us ever since that period ; that 
called Dutch Guiana was given up to Holland at the conclusion of the 
late war. — Schomburgk's British Guiana; Sehomburglc, Hilhouse, fyc, 
in Geographical Journal, vols. ii. iii. iv. vi. vii. x. 

Extract of a Dispatch from Governor Barhly to the Right Hon. Earl 
Grey, dated British Guiana, 28th November, 1851. No. 170. 

1. I have the honour to transmit an abstract of the census of the 
population of this colony, taken on the 31st of March last, in pur- 
suance of Ordinance No. 5, of the present year. 

2. In this abstract, the returns for each of the three counties into 
which the colony is divided, and for the towns of Georgetown and 
New Amsterdam, are arranged in separate tables, and condensed in a 
general summary at the end, following as closely as practicable, for 
facility of comparison, the forms adopted in publishing the census of 
1841 ;* but, in addition to the particulars then given as to the numbers, 
ages, and native countries of the inhabitants of these several divisions, 
information is now added as to their race, calling, religion, and 
proficiency in education. 

3. On some of these points, the returns can only, I fear, be 
regarded as affording an approximation to the truth; indeed, from 
the immense extent of British Guiana, and from the irregular and 
wandering habits of no inconsiderable portion of its heterogeneous 
and widely scattered population, it was maintained by several leading 
members of the legislature, that authentic data for such returns could 
not be collected, and as the aggregate result falls short of popular 
anticipation, it will probably be looked at with no great confidence. 

4. From the skill, however, with which the details were originally 
planned by Dr. Bonyun, the Acting Commissary of Population at the 
time Ordinance No. 5 of 1851 was passed, no less than from the zeal 
and intelligence with which his efforts were seconded by the Commis- 
sioners and their subordinates in each county, and also by many 
resident gentlemen qualified by local experience to aid the officers of 
Government in such a task; I am myself of opinion that there is 
every reason to conclude that the actual numerical statistics have been 
more carefully recorded than on any previous occasion, and that a 
tolerably correct picture of the population is on the whole presented. 

5. The office of Commissary of Population having, as your Lord- 
ship is aware, been abolished, agreeably to a decision of the Combined 
Court, on the 30th of June last, I am indebted to the kind assistance 
of Mr. Pollard, the Acting Financial Accountant, for the supervision 
of the arrangement, and compilation of the returns in tabular form ; 
and as from the same cause, I am deprived of the opportunity of 
forwarding a detailed official report, such as that from the late 
Mr. Wadfield, on the census of 1841, which accompanied Governor 
Light's dispatch, of 28th February, 1843, (No. 17,) I must request 
your Lordship to make allowance for my want of acquaintance with 

* Vide Parliamentary Paper, No. 426, 30th June, 1845. 
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so difficult a subject, whilst I acquit myself of the duty of observing 
on the principal facts brought to light by the present census. 

6. Two questions present themselves prominently, on considering 
any returns respecting the population of a country situated as this is : 
—First, in what ratio are the inhabitants, particularly the emanci- 
pated negroes, increasing from natural causes, that is to say, by excess 
of births over deaths? — Second, what permanent increase has been 
fictitiously created by immigration under the conditions on which it 
has been carried on. 

7. I fear that on the first and most important of these points, the 
census tables are far from giving as definite and complete information 
as could be desired, the omission at the epoch of emancipation, and 
again in 1841, on political grounds, of any classification of the popu- 
lation, according to race or colour, rendering it impossible now to do 
more than estimate the natural increase of any particular class, propor- 
tionally to the aggregate natural increase of the whole population, 
which again, from the constant arrival and departure of immigrants in 
almost every year of the period, has been too fluctuating to furnish a 
basis for any computations pretending to exactitude. The ordinary 
checks, moreover, on such computations are here wanting, the endea- 
vour to establish a registration of births, deaths, and marriages having 
hitherto, as frequently reported to your Lordship, proved a complete 
failure. 

8. As far, however, as under such disadvantages an opinion can 
be formed, the progress of the settled population appears, I am happy 
to say, to have been less unsatisfactory during the last ten years, than 
was generally anticipated. 

9. The late Commissary of Population, Mr. Hadfield, in an elabo- 
rate essay founded on the best data he could procure, estimated the 
annual increase at the very most at 1 per cent, per annum, a very low 
rate, indeed, in a country where land is so plentiful and subsistence so 
abundant; and only to be accounted for by an excessive mortality, 
consequent on the neglect of the very young and of the aged, by their 
more immediate connexions, an evil which, as has often been observed, 
grew out of the system of slavery. 

10. From a comparison of the columns for " Natives of British 
Guiana," in the abstracts of 1841 and 1851, it will be seen that their 
numbers have increased, roundly speaking, from 65,000 to 86,000; 
but it would, of course, be unfair in such an inquiry to omit notice of 
the "Natives of Africa," imported before the Slave Trade was abolished, 
from whom these Creoles mainly derive their origin, so that 15,000 
must be added in the first case, making the settled population, in 
1841, 80,000, and 7,000 only in the second case; making that of 
1851, 93,000, the increase being thus reduced to 13,000. 

11. If, therefore, the population had remained unaffected, except 
by natural causes, an augmentation of 16 per cent, might have been 
assumed to have occurred during the decennial period, or much the 
same as that of the British Isles* ; but, it must be borne in mind, 
that under the head of " Natives of British Guiana," are necessarily 
included all the children born in the country, not only of settled 

* 1811,15-11 percent.; 1821, 14-12 per cent.; 1831, 14-91 percent.— Porter's 
Progress, p. 11, vol. i. 
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African or European, but of immigrant parents ; and that the increase 
ought therefore to be referred to a population which cannot, on an 
average (even omitting the coolies, on account of the extreme dispro- 
portion of the sexes among them,) have fallen short of 110,000. 

1 2. This would give a ratio of increase, for all classes, of rather 
below 12 per cent, for a period, strictly speaking, of nine years and a 
half, (from 15th October, 1841, to 31st March, 1851,) or 1-263 per 
cent, per annum, against 1 per cent, per annum as estimated by 
Mr. Hadfield ; and when it is remembered that in all probability the 
share of this increase pertaining to the Creole negroes, would, if it 
could be more closely analysed, prove somewhat larger than their 
strictly numerical proportion to the less acclimated races, there seems 
no reason to doubt that the emancipated population is steadily, if not 
rapidly, increasing. May it not, indeed, on the contrary, be fairly 
anticipated that, if proper regulations with respect to an assessment 
for medical aid be now established by the legislature, and more regard 
paid to sanitary precautions, the resources of this fine colony will, 
though for a time dependent on an influx of immigrants for their 
realization, be eventually developed by the labour of her own sons, — 
labour less costly and more suitable than any other quarter of the 
world could supply for that purpose. It will be seen, again, omitting 
the coolies from the comparison, that the equality of the sexes has 
scarcely been at all disturbed by the other immigration which has 
taken place. Among the surviving coolies, the males are to the 
females as 15 to 4, so that no large increase of population can be 
looked for from that source. 

13. There is one section of the settled population to which I have 
not as yet specially adverted, although in strict justice it should rank 
first. I mean the aborigines. I am not aware how many " Bucks," 
as they are commonly called, were included in the census of 1841, as 
" Natives of British Guiana," but certainly fewer than the number 
recorded under that head in 1851, as settled in the cultivated portions 
of the colony, viz. 2,000. About 4,000 more reside, as stated in the 
note to page 60, on the sea-coast between the termination of cultiva- 
tion in the river Pomeroon, and the mouth of the great Orinoco j 
fully one-half of them, however, in the territory claimed by the 
Republic of Venezuela, whilst it is estimated that at least 3,000 
more migrate continually among the vast savannahs of the interior, 
within the limits of British Guiana, as laid down by Sir Robert 
Schomburgk. 

14. The number in the vicinity of the cultivated portions of the 
colony has, by all accounts, very considerably decreased of late years, 
partly, no doubt, from the cessation of the presents which used to be 
distributed before the emancipation of the negroes, and which are still 
given by the Government of Dutch Guiana, partly from their dislike 
to negro-settlers, and partly from causes to which I shall presently 
allude. In the Pomeroon district, however, it appears from a careful 
investigation, made by the post-holder, that the Indian population has 
remained as nearly as possible stationary, during the last ten years, 
though it seems to me probable that this result is to be attributed 
mainly to a considerable influx of tribes anxious to obtain the pro- 
tection which the British flag, or rather such respect as is paid by the 
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Venezuelans to the claims of the British Government, there affords 
them against the tyranny and exaction to which they are exposed in 
many parts of that republic. 

15. The amount of labour contributed to the wealth of the colony, 
by the total number of Indians, is comparatively small, though the 
plantations on the Corentyn in Berbice, and those on the Arabisce 
coast of Essequibo, derive advantages occasionally from their services, 
especially in clearing land for cultivation; and the wood-cutting 
establishments on all the great rivers are aided by large gangs at 
irregular and uncertain intervals. Were middlemen, indeed, generally 
discarded, and confidence in a fair remuneration firmly established, it 
is probable this source of labour would become more readily available; 
but without wishing unduly to depreciate its value, I am not sanguine 
that the aborigines of British Guiana will ever become a stationary and 
civilized labouring population. 

16. I much fear, indeed, that they belong to those feebler branches 
of the human race, which are apparently doomed to melt away on 
closer contact with the civilization by which it might be expected 
they would so much benefit; and though I do not on this account 
consider it a less sacred duty to extend to them the light of the 
gospel, and to make every effort to disseminate useful knowledge 
among them, I have little confidence in the result in a politico- 
economic point of view. 

17. On the contrary, having seen a good deal of the different 
Indian tribes of Guiana, both in their native state and at the Missions, 
five out of six of which I have recently visited, I am led irresistibly 
to the conclusion that, while Christianity makes them less savage and 
more moral, the habits of semi-civilization which they acquire during 
its inculcation, without going far enough to teach them to subsist by 
agriculture, render their senses less acute, and their frames less capable 
of enduring the hardships and privations of a life in the wilderness ; 
whilst they learn, in short, to be better men, they become worse 
hunters; and even when not exposed to the dreadful scourge of ardent 
spirits, to which many accidents with their frail boats are attributable, 
their physical capacities dwindle, and their numbers diminish by slow 
yet certain degrees. No importance can thus, in my humble opinion, 
be attached to any aid likely to be derived from the Bucks, in securing 
the ultimate prosperity of the colony. 

18. Whether human foresight can modify the operations of what 
would seem a mysterious and inscrutable law of Providence, providing 
for their final extinction, it is not for me to predict, but every pains 
should certainly be taken, in founding future missions, to select a site 
as remote as may be from inhabited districts, with a soil sufficiently 
fertile to afford a prospect of sustaining the Indians who may settle 
around it ; and no money should be expended, on any account what- 
soever, in contributing to their support, such being the surest plan of 
destroying that self-reliance on which their very existence must 
depend in the too-probable case of the mission being after a time aban- 
doned, from the failing health of the missionary, or from the deficiency 
of the pecuniary support derivable from its founders. 

19. ^Turning now to the other great question regarding the effects 
of immigration in permanently augmenting the population, I purpose 
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briefly passing in review the census-returns, as they bear on each class 
of immigrants; forwarding, in order to supply, as far as possible, the 
further data requisite for such a comparison, two tables prepared by 
the Immigration Agent General* to show the precise number introduced 
from each country, from the date of the census of 1841 to that of the 
census of 1851, and the numbers allowed to return home at the public 
expense. 

20. Before proceeding, however, to enquire into the circumstances 
connected with any particular class, I must beg leave to remind your 
Lordship of what has been already pointed out in paragraph 11, that, 
as the whole of the addition to the immigrant population by births, 
after arrival in the colony, is credited in the census under the head of 
" Natives of British Guiana," the return of each particular class of 
immigrants must necessarily, in conformity with the course of nature, 
exhibit a decrease, larger or smaller in proportion to the rate of mor- 
tality prevalent in the country from which such immigrants come, and 
their capability from various circumstances of withstanding the effects 
of a tropical climate. 

21. This of itself sufficiently explains the first fact to which I have 
to refer, that, although upwards of 2,000 immigrants are set-down as 
introduced from the West India Islands, in the first few years of the 
period in question, the number of natives of those islands seems from 
the Returns to be actually 600 or 700 less now than it was ten years 
ago; for, assuming the population of this description to have been on 
the average 10,000 during the whole decade, such a reduction would 
argue no greater rate of mortality than that of London, viz. 1 in 39. t 
If it be further taken into account that, so far from the whole reduction 
having been occasioned by death, a great many islanders returned 
home dissatisfied, at the time when wages were lowered in 1847, I 
think it may be safely concluded that the mortality among this class 
of immigrants has been wonderfully small. 

22. The same, I think, will appear with regard to the next class 
added to the population; "the Africans," only 713 of whom had 
been introduced at the date of the previous census. Since that period 
8281 have arrived from Sierra Leone, St. Helena, and Rio de Janeiro, 
making, with 108 direct from the Kroo Coast, a total of 9102. On 
the other hand, 550 have been provided with a free passage back to 
Africa, leaving 8552 only to be accounted for. 

23. Estimating them on an average, throughout the period, at 6,000 
souls, which I think is not far from the truth, the London ratio of 1 
in 39 would lead to an expectation of 1540 deaths, whereas the 
utmost number deducible from the census-returns is only 1384, and 
there can be little doubt that this is considerably beyond the mark, 
owing to the necessarily fallacious test by which the Commissioners 
included all Africans of more than 40 years of age with the '* old 
Africans" imported as slaves, as explained, elsewhere. 

24. I wish it were in my power to give your Lordship an equally 
satisfactory account of the next class of immigrants introduced into 
the colony, but unhappily the decrease among the "Natives of 
Madeira," as made apparent by the census-returns, is startling, and 
calculated, however it may be partially accounted for by other causes, 

* Vide Tables B and C, Appendix. t Third Report of Registrar-General. 
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to call to mind the terrible mortality from yellow fever, which, some 
years ago, led to the interdiction of this species of immigrationc 

25. There is, however, as has been shown to your Lordship in 
detail, th'e best ground for supposing that since its resumption was 
permitted, the Madeiranese immigrants have been far more healthy 
thaji they ever before were ; and as their constitution is now well 
understood by the medical profession in this colony, and those now 
arriving generally come to join connexions already acclimatized, and 
fully aware, therefore, of the healthiest locality and safest dietary^ 
there seems little prospect tha£ disease will again commit such havoc 
among this invaluable class of immigrants. 

26. What the actual mortality has been cannot be very closely 
computed, as the number who have, from time to time, returned to 
Madeira with their earnings is not recorded, though it is well known 
to have been very large ; and there was, moreover, a very considerable 
re-emigration to Cayenne, and other quarters, at the time the colony 
was subjected to such severe pecuniary pressure in 1847. Even 
recently not a few of the more enterprising have made their way to 
the gold-diggings of Upata, in the adjacent territory of Venezuela. 

27. In addition also to these deductions from the number for 
which bounty has been paid by the colony, other causes have operated 
to swell that cipher in appearance very much beyond the real number 
of individuals introduced. I refer to the frauds practised by the 
Madeiranese themselves, into whose hands this traffic has chiefly fallen, 
in claiming the bounty, which they never scruple to do, whether their 
countrymen have been in the colony before or not, sometimes, indeed, 
offering passages back to Madeira, for almost nominal sums, in order 
to secure the bounty over again ; sometimes even, as I have been 
informed, smuggling persons from on shore on board immigrant 
vessels just come into harbour, so as to swell the number of their 
passengers. 

28. The only effectual way to check these practices is that which 
I have persuaded the Court of Policy to adopt after the end of the 
present year, when the rate per immigrant is to be reduced to a sum 
which, while sufficient to cover the expense of his passage, will cease 
to excite the cupidity of speculators such as those whose tricks are 
above described. 

29. I trust that by this means a proper check will in future be 
imposed upon the expenditure incurred by the colony for this species of 
immigration, which is proved by these returns to have been extremely 
expensive in comparison to its results, since only 7,928 Madeiranese 
remained, according to the census on the 31st March last, against 
2,219 settled here on 15th October, 1841, although in the interim 
bounty had been paid for no fewer than 14,269. 

30. In making these remarks, I am far, however, from advocating 
any further restraint upon an immigration which has been most 
beneficial, by presenting to the emancipated negroes the spectacle of a 
civilized population of European extraction not ashamed to work in 
the fields, or carry a pack about the country, and by supplying an 
industrious and orderly middle class; neither would it be a wise policy 
to attempt to check the only influx of suitable labourers which 
partakes at all of a spontaneous character. 
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31. Looking, indeed, to the Venezuelan Republic on the one side, 
and to the empire of Brazil on the other, both colonized by settlers 
from the Iberian Peninsula, there can be no question of the, peculiar 
adaptation of the people of that race to this part of South America, 
however unsuited it may be for systematic colonization by the natives 
of the colder countries of Europe; and so long as the mortality 
accompanying their immigration is considerably less, according to the 
best estimate that can be formed, than that of the white troops in the 
West Indies, I trust Her Majesty's Government will see no reason for 
interfering on public grounds. 

32. The census returns as to the coolie immigrants not only tally 
very closely with the estimates which were furnished to your Lordship 
in my despatch of 18th April, 1850, No. 63, but are in the main 
confirmed by the number of coolies, of the season of 1845-6, who 
have subsequently come forward, either to accept the bounty, for 
remaining in the colony, or to claim a passage back to India, on the 
expiration of their term of service. The returns on the latter point 
are, in fact, more favourable than -those of the census, as I shall after- 
wards take occasion to show. In the despatch referred to, I stated 
that I was of opinion that about 8,000 coolies were at that time 
remaining out of the 11,000 and odd introduced, and I produced such 
evidence of the greater mortality which had occurred among the 
immigrants from Madras, than among those from Calcutta, that your 
Lordship was pleased to approve of the renewed immigration then 
about to be set on foot, being confined to the latter port alone. 

33. As regards the first point, the returns show (page 61) that 
7,682 coolies were recorded on 31st March last; and as 244 have been 
sent back to India in the interval,* it is clear that my computation was 
a very close one. Respecting the second, it would appear, that of the 
5,244 Calcutta coolies who arrived in the colony between 1845 and 
1848, 4,017 remained at the date of the census, leaving, after deduction 
of the 244 above alluded to, 983 to be accounted for. This would 
give an annual deficiency of a little over 4 per cent., calculating the 
average length of residence of the whole number at about four years 
and a half. The fraction, indeed, may be safely disregarded, and the 
rate of mortality assumed at 4 per cent., for there can be no doubt that 
some, at least, of the surviving coolies escaped the notice of the census- 
enumerators. I myself saw, last April, not a few settled as wood- 
cutters up even to the great falls of the Demerara River, 250 miles in 
the interior; and I know, by a communication from the British Consul 
at Angostura, that 11 are still living at the Venezuelan gold-diggings; 
a few too have worked their way as sailors to Great Britain, and even 
to India. 

34. On the other hand, the deficiency among the Madras coolies is, 
as anticipated, very great. Of 6,654 introduced, only 3,665 appear in 
the returns; and even allowing, in consideration of their wandering 
habits, that a considerable- deduction ought to be made from the 45 
per cent, thus unaccounted for, in estimating the number of deaths 
enough would still be left to prove that the mortality among the 
natives of Madras has been nearly twice as great as that among the 
natives of Calcutta. 

* Vide Table C, Appendix. 
VOIi. XV. PART III. B 
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35. This conclusion is fully borne out by the actual experience to 
which I have already referred, as out of 2,148 immigrants who arrived 
in the eight vessels from Madras* during the season 1845-6, 694, or 
32 per cent., are missing at the present date, whilst out of 1,986 
immigrants by the eight vessels which came from Calcutta t in the 
same season, only 340, or 17 per cent., have not made their appearance. 
Probably in both cases a few stragglers will still come forward, but I 
would, even without claiming allowance for this, direct your Lord- 
ship's attention to the fact, that the annual rate of mortality thus 
established, in regard to three-eighths of the coolies introduced, is con- 
siderably less in the case of the natives of both presidencies than that 
which might be inferred as above from the census returns ; the 
aggregate deficiency of 1,034 coolies upon 4,134, being, moreover, 
only equal to 25 per cent., which, for the period embraced, little 
exceeds 4 per cent. J 

36. The same rate of mortality happens, by a remarkable 
coincidence, to have attended the early stage of coolie immigration into 
the Mauritius; and the Council of that island, so far from considering it 
excessive, calculated, in their report,§ on its continuance down to the 
present time. Confined, as the immigration to this colony now is, to 
Calcutta alone, there is every reason to conclude that the mortality 
attending it will not exceed the ordinary rate of European countries ; 
and consequently will be very much smaller than that which must be 
prevalent in India, where the population, probably from over-density, 
would seem, from the most reliable accounts, to have diminished 
during the last half century. 

37. There is one disadvantage, however, connected with this 
species of immigration, which bears too strongly upon the immediate 
question under consideration, with respect to the permanent increase, 
by such means, of the population, to be wholly omitted ; namely, the 
right stipulated for on behalf of these coolies of claiming a free passage 
back to India at the expiration of five years. Such a condition seems 
clearly repugnant to all ideas of a sound system of colonization, and is, 
I firmly believe, as detrimental to the people themselves, by preventing 
their acquiring civilized habits, and divesting themselves of heathen 
prejudices, as it is injurious to the colonists, who are thus, at the very 
moment when the coolies become thoroughly acclimatized and accus- 
tomed to cane cultivation, subjected to the hard alternative of either 
sacrificing the benefits which have accrued from their presence, or of 
offering a premium for the renewal of an engagement, which, in the ma- 
jority of cases, there would otherwise have been no real desire to break. 

38. It is so far fortunate that where the latter course has been 
carried out, there seems every probability of the coolies becoming 
permanent settlers, it being, indeed, little likely, where the ties of 
home and kindred did not prove paramount to all other considerations 
at the end of only five years, that they should do so at the end of ten. 
A certain proportion, however, it will be seen, insist on returning; and 
I am afraid the diminution from this source, during the next few 
years, cannot be estimated at less than 2 or 3,000 souls." 

* Vide Table D, Appendix. f Vide Table E, Appendix. 

J 4-2 per cent, from 1837 to 1844. 

| Vide Parliamentary Paper, No. 641, Sess. 1845. 
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Appendix. 

The general neglect of the aged and infirm since emancipation has 
been but too frequently dwelt on by the stipendiary magistrates, and 
I have, at the present moment, recommendations from several of them 
for the introduction of a more stringent poor-law, providing for the 
recovery, by summary conviction, of expenses incurred by the vestries 
in maintaining the parents of individuals well able to contribute to 
their support. As regards infantile mortality, it has been stated in 
the newspapers, by Dr. Gavin, Medical Inspector, on the authority 
of the Registrar of Burials of New Amsterdam, that out of 132 
Creoles dying in that town in 1850, 48 were below 1 year of age, 
" an excessive mortality," as he remarks, which proves that neglect of, 
or ignorance in, rearing, or criminal conduct towards children, pre- 
vails to an alarming extent, to a degree, in fact, which must greatly 
retard the peopling of the colony. Dr. Gavin's 6ther conclusions tend 
to prove a very alarming rate of mortality at all ages, but as he evidently 
forgot to take into account the effect which the public hospital and other 
similar institutions would have in swelling the apparent number of 
adult deaths in so small a community, I need not follow him. 

When the returns of the enumerators came in, the greatest uncer- 
tainty prevailed, whether when the simple designation of " African" 
had been applied, the individual was to be considered one of the 
Africans introduced into the colony before the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, in 1807, or one of the immigrants who had been brought from 
Sierra Leone, or liberated elsewhere by Her Majesty's cruisers, since 
the year 1840, and the only way of determining the point appeared to 
be to class all above 40 years of age with the former, all under that 
age with the latter, which was accordingly done. This arrangement, 
though the best that could be made, necessarily understated the immi- 

§rant class, in the first place ; because 44 years had elapsed since the 
lave Trade was abolished, and if the ages had been set down in more 
detail, no individual below that exact age should have been classed 
with the old Africans ; and, in the second place, because, though 40 
was the maximum age at which immigrants were to be selected, many 
of those who were nearly that age at their introduction must now 
have considerably passed it. According to Captain Tulloch's admirable 
Report on the sickness and mortality among the troops in the West 
Indies, the annual ratio of mortality, for a long series of years, among 
the white regiments in the Windward and Leeward command, was 
equal to no less than 7*35 per cent., whilst the annual mortality 
amongst the Madeira immigrants in this colony, from 1841 to 1847, 
was only estimated by Dr. Bonyun, in his valuable Report on the 
subject,* at 7 per cent., much even of this decrease, as then explained, 
was attributable among other causes to the fatal epidemic of 1841 ; 
and, at a later date, to thousands of them having arrived in the colony 
with constitutions shattered by diseases incidental on starvation and 
misery. 

I will only add, that I have the best reason to believe that during 
the last three years, the mortality, whether among troops or Madeira 
immigrants, has not exceeded 4 per cent. 

* Parliamentary Papers, Lords, No. 250, Sess. 1848. 
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Table C. — Showing the Number and Description of People who have been 
allowed to return to their native Country at the expense of the Colony, 


Date of Departure. 


Description of People. 


Number. 


Ship. 




M. 


F. 




1843, 7th October 




21 
13 
30 
30 
16 
74 
59 
103 
44 
10 


5 
5 
6 
8 

16 

24 
1 

73 
1 

11 






1844, January .... 
1844, 20th May.... 
1844, 28thOctober 


Ditto 


Ditto 




African and Kroos 
Ditto 


Ditto 






Ditto 




1845, 1st October 




H.M.S. Growler 
Ditto 




1847, 20th August 
1850, 29th April.... 


Ditto 












1850, 10th August 




Ditto 






Ditto 




" " 






>7 




Total 


400 


150 






1850, 19th Nov 


Calcutta .... Coolies 


197 


47 




Calcutta 



Madras — 1st Season. 
Table D. — A Statement of the Coolies who arrived in British Guiana from 
the 4&h May, 1845, to the XQth May, 1846, showing the remits of such 
Immigration from the first-named period to the 30th November, 1851. 



No. 


Ship. 


Where 
from. 


Arrived. 


Departed. 


Renewed 

their 5 
years' en- 
gagement. 


Resigned 
claim to 

back 
passage. 


Unac- 
counted 
for. 


Total. 


1 




Madras 
» 
it 

n 

» 

ii 


225 
235 
320 
228 
297 
251 
243 
349 


53 
45 
24 
27 
60 
56 
16 
46 


137 
118 
183 
138 
111 
104 
147 
132 


1 
1 
2 

22 

5 

4 

22 


34 
71 

111 
63 

104 
86 
76 

149 


225 


2 
3 
4 


Martin Luther 
John Wickliffe 
Tory 


235 

320 
328 


5 
6 

7 
8 


Lady Kennaway 
Britannia 

Sir Robert Peel 

Totals 


297 
251 
243 

349 






2,148 


327 


1,070 


57 


694 1 2,148 



Calcutta — 1st Season. 
Table E. — A Statement of the Coolies who arrived in British Guiana from 
the 4th May, 1845, to the 16th May, 1846, showing the results of such 
Immigration from the first-named period to the 30th November, 1851. 



No. 


Ship. 


Where 
from. 


Arrived. 


Departed. 


Renewed 

their 6 
years' en- 
gagement. 


Resigned 
claim to 

back 
passage. 


Unac- 
counted 
for. 


Total. 


1 
? 


Lord Hungerford 


Calcutta 

ii 
ti 
ii 
ii 


334 
229 
274 
275 
219 
206 
283 
166 


163 
70 
40 
82 
47 
39 
98 
24 


136 
128 
190 
122 
133 
132 
135 
106 


1 


53 
31 
44 
71 
39 
34 
50 
36 


334 
229 


3 

4 


Thetis 


274 
275 


5 
6 

7 


BussoraMerchant 
Aurora 


219 
206 

283 


8 


Georgetown 


166 




Totals 




1,986 


563 


1,082 


1 


340 


1,986 
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Population of the Colony of British Guiana. 
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503 
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5,454 
495 
392 


3,273 
2,232 
2,350 


3,781 
5,688 
5,979 


50,259 
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22,370 






Total— Rural "> 
Districts... $ 


93 


100 


791 
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769 


53,732 


6,040 


3,507 


2,836 


822 


6,341 


7,855 


16,448 


97,554 


New Amsterdam 
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38 
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84 
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63 
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15 
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306 


4,741 
347 


2,063 
417 


2,067 
646 


446 
137 


4,011 
570 


3,404 
1,004 


5,079 
990 


26,508 
4,633 


Total— Towns 
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Total Popula--) 
tion of Bri- > 
tish Guiana J 
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12,263 


21,517 


127,695 



Religious Denomination, 
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Total— Rural DisO 


28,931 
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Total British Guiana 


39,787 


11,664 


9,938 


8,418 


16,502 


13,639 


7,037 


21,710 


127,695 



Several inaccuracies having been discovered in the Returns from which this table is compiled, it must be 
looked upon only as an approximation to, and not as an exact account of, the different Religious Denominations in 
the Province. 

The Wesleyan Church, according to their own published statements, number 10,774, which is 2,356 more than 
is exhibited in the table; and this difference is probably included in the column for Dissenters whose particular 
Denomination is unknown. In the same column the inhabitants of Fort Island are placed, most of whom worship 
with the "Congregational Dissenters," or, as they are denominated in the table, "London Missionaries," and 
should be added to their number. 

In like manner the Mission at Bartica is improperly included in thiB column, instead of that appropriated to the 
Church of England; and at the Penal Settlement, where there is a resident Catechist of the Church of England, and 
services are regularly performed by the Visiting Chaplain, the whole establishment, with the exception of the 
Hindoo convicts, is included in the column where the particular religion is " not stated." 
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Able to Read 
and Write. 


Able to Read 
only. 


Not ascertained, 
or wholly 
Illiterate. 


Total. 
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1,012 


41,238 
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Total — Rural Districts 


5,411 
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1,040 
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15,049 
3,044 
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Total — Towns 


7,541 


4,507 


18,093 


30,141 




Total — British Guiana ... 
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11,466 
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Number of Houses. 
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Total — Rural 1 
Districts..../ 


10,029 
10,029 
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10,029 
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430 


11,152 


Georgetown .... 
NewAmsterdam 


693 
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11,152 
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46 


4,895 
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Total— Towns 


5,190 
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270 


5,998 
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5,998 


Total — Bri-1 
tish Guiana/ 


5,190 


538 


270 


5,998 


15,219 


1231 


700 


17,150 



Grand Total of the Population of the Colony of British Guiana, as enume- 
rated on the Night of the Sist March, 1861. 

Total, as per Census Returns 127,695 

Aborigines, not included in the Census Returns, estimated at 7,000 



Ship's Company of Her Majesty's steamer Inflexible 150 

Merchant Seamen 295 

Strength of the 2nd West India Regiment 369 

Strength of the 3rd West India Regiment 298 

Strength of the 72nd Highlanders 187 



134,695 



445 



854 



Grand Total 135,994 



